
2024 Institute for 
Health Transformation 
Research Outcomes



Section Page

Research outcomes 2024 3

PhD completions 3

PhD scholarships holders in 2024 4

Internal fellowships 10

External fellowships 10

Externally funded research 11

Australian competitive grants awarded in 2024 (Category 1) 11

Other Australian government funding, state/territory/local government funding or other 
funding sources (including industry, philanthropy, and other non-government sources, and 
international funding) awarded in 2024 (Category 2-4)

14

Contents

2

In 2024, the Institute for Health Transformation was awarded $15.3 million of research funding. This included $2.7 million 
in Australian competitive grant funding (Category 1), which included three externally funded (NHMRC and ARC) fellowships 
awarded to early and mid-career researchers. The Institute secured an additional $12.6 million from various other sources, 
including Australian government bodies, State/Territory/Local Government funding, industry, philanthropy, non government 
sources, and international funding (Categories 2-4).



Research outcomes 2024

PHD COMPLETIONS

Name Thesis Supervisor

Abdul-Ganiyu Fuseini Development and Psychometric Validation of the 
Hospitalised Older Adults Dignity Scale

Debra Kerr

Alessandro Connor Crocetti The Commercial Determinants of Indigenous Health and 
Wellbeing

Jennifer Browne

Andrew Dwight Brown Community Engagement: Recognising Oscillating Systems  
in Prevention Strategies

Steven Allender

Carolina Isabel Marie  
Venegas Hargous

Addressing and Monitoring Malnutrition and Climate Change 
in Childhood

Colin Bell

Ella Robinson The Potential Role of the Institutional Investment Sector in 
Contributing to Efforts to Improve Population Nutrition in 
Australia

Gary Sacks

Hannah Wesley Epidemiology Of Early Pregnancy Gestational Diabetes 
Mellitus (eGDM) In South India

Vincent Versace

Ishani Kartik Majmudar Quality of Life and Health Service Use Associated With 
Loneliness and Social Isolation

Julie Abimanyi-Ochom

Kerry Rigby Nurse and Direct Care Staff Familiarisation With Technology 
in Residential Aged Care

Alison Hutchison

Mohammed Amin Effect of a Home-based Exercise Program on Metabolic 
Syndrome in Ghanaian Adults with Diabetes

Andrew Driscoll

Natasha Hall Opioid Use Disorder: Economic Burden and Treatment 
Barriers in Australia

Tony LaMontagne

Ralph Geerling Personality and Weight Management in Adults with Type 2 
Diabetes

Jane Speight

Sarah Louise Marko The Impact of Dominant Framings of Gambling on Australian 
Gamblers

Samantha Thomas

Sabine Kleissl-Muir Effects of a Low Carbohydrate Diet on Symptoms and Quality 
of Life in Diabetic Cardiomyopathy

Andrea Driscoll
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2024 IHT PHD SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS
Includes any enrolled scholarship holder during 2024 who has since completed, withdrawn or terminated candidature.
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Name Thesis Supervisor

Abdul-Ganiyu Fuseini Development and Psychometric Validation of the Hospitalised 
Older Adults Dignity Scale

Debra Kerr

Abhinav Rajendra Prabhu The Association Between Type 2 Diabetes and Oral Cancer in 
the South Indian Population

Catherine Bennett

Alessandro Connor Crocetti The Commercial Determinants of Indigenous Health and 
Wellbeing

Jennifer Brown

Amanda Pereira-Salgado Quantifing the clinical and economic implications of acute 
heart failure

Andrea Driscoll

Andrew Dwight Brown Community Engagement: Recognising Oscillating Systems in 
Prevention Strategies

Steven Allender

Anne Helene Barrow Supporting the supply of healthy food to improve long-term, 
equitable access to healthy food products

Miranda Blake

Annie Tan Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on women and maternity 
care services ? considerations for future responses

Tracey Bucknall

Apinya Koontalay Co-Design of a Thai-Based Heart Failure Program to Improve 
Patient Outcomes

Ana Hutchinson

Atefeh Mehrabi Far Medication management of patients with cancer undergoing 
surgery from preadmission to discharge

Pat Nicholson

Atsuko Yamada Informing government nutrition policy to improve healthy 
food retail environments

Jaithri 
Ananthapavan

Bedasa Taye Merga Inequities in health care use and access, among cancer 
patients in Victoria, Australia and its impact on health and 
economic outcomes

Anita Lal

Belinda Seale Nature based design in stroke rehabilitation environments Claire Henderson-
Wilson

Beyene Meressa Adhena Preconception Care Provision and Use Among African 
Women in Victoria

Alison Hutchinson

Bianca Whiteside Public amenity and drug consumption rooms: The case of the 
North Richmond medically supervised injecting room

Matthew Dunn

Birye Dessalegn Mekonnen Effect of Pregnancy Intention on the Continuum of Care for 
Maternal, Neonatal, and Infant Health in Ethiopia

Linda Sweet

Bolanle Racheal Olajide Exploring cultural food practices during pregnancy Fiona McKay

Britt O’Keefe Why are they staying? Why are they leaving? Exploring 
employee retention with current and past personal care 
workers, working in residential aged care

Alison Hutchinson

Caley Ann Callope Harvesting Aboriginal food Sovereignty: Balancing health, 
commerce, Community, and nation-building

Jennifer Browne



2024 IHT PHD SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS
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Name Thesis Supervisor

Carolina Isabel Marie Venegas 
Hargous

Addressing and Monitoring Malnutrition and Climate Change 
in Childhood

Colin Bell

Catherine Anne Williams Education and training needs of Allied Health Professionals in 
Clinical Trials.

Alison Hutchinson

Chioma Vivian Anidi Mapping and Addressing Food Insecurity among Women of 
Reproductive Age in Nigeria.

Christina Zorbas

Christine Dove Digital food marketing to children: Impacts on eating 
behaviours

Kathryn Backholer

Danyu YANG Improving Children?s Physical and Mental Health via 
Childcare-Based Digital Health Interventions

Serene Yoong

Ebisa Turi  Jambola Reproductive health for women living with disability: Equity 
and policy

Julie Abimanyi-
Ochom

Elahe Zare Farashbandi An information service model for improving the health status 
of older adults

Alison Hutchinson

Ella Robinson The Potential Role of the Institutional Investment Sector in 
Contributing to Efforts to Improve Population Nutrition in 
Australia

Gary Sacks

Emmanuel Osei Bonsu Exploring socio-cultural determinants and consequences of 
obesity for at-risk adolescents in Ghana

Colin Bell

Fatemeh Barzegarkalmeri Multimorbidity and medication management in hospitalized 
older patients during patient discharge

Kevin McNamara

Genevieve James-Martin Evaluating the healthiness and environmental sustainability 
of Australian food companies

Gary Sacks

Grace Elizabeth Arnot Youth Engagement in Public Health Responses to the 
Commercial and Political Determinants of the Climate Crisis

Samantha Thomas

Hannah Jongebloed Increasing consumer knowledge of the benefits and risks of 
lung cancer screening

Anna Ugalde

Hannah Welsey Epidemiology Of Early Pregnancy Gestational Diabetes 
Mellitus (eGDM) In South India

Vincent Versace

Ishani Kartik Majmudar Quality of Life and Health Service Use Associated With 
Loneliness and Social Isolation

Julie Abimanyi-
Ochom

Israel Bekele Molla Developing a Conceptual Framework to Enhance Social 
Support and Self-Management for Individuals with Type 2 
Diabetes in Ethiopia.

Bodil Rasmussen

Jaime Erinn Schey The psychometric performance of the FOUR Score compared 
to the GCS in intensive care settings.

Tracey Bucknall

Jennifer Anne Barr Empowerment and shared decision making in patient 
experience in health care when living with multimorbidities

Bodil Rasmussen



2024 IHT PHD SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS
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Name Thesis Supervisor

Jessica Lees Exploring how Digital Technology Features in the Teaching 
of Physical Examination Practice for Health Professional 
Students

Linda Sweet

Jessica Louise Rose Healthier food retail policies for children in low- and middle-
income countries

Erica Reeve

Jorgen Gullestrup Help offering amongst Construction workers Tony LaMontagne

Julia Zinga Food insecurity during pregnancy Fiona McKay

Juuli Bettina Backman Supporting community-based food retailers to sustain 
healthy food policy interventions in the long-term

Miranda Blake

Karen Pearce Engaging women at mid-life in type 2 diabetes prevention Jane Speight

Katherine Pye Value of early interventions for children on the autism 
spectrum

Lisa Gold

Kathryn Squires Media representations of older women and self-perception, 
health and wellbeing.

Hayley Mckenzie

Kathryn Felicity Brundell Operational Sustainability in Rural Victorian Maternity Care: 
A Mixed-Methods Study

Linda Sweet

Katrina Wood Women?s lived experiences of menopause: A critical 
qualitative public health inquiry.

Samantha Thomas

Kerry Rigby Nurse and Direct Care Staff Familiarisation With Technology 
in Residential Aged Care

Alison Hutchinson

Kripi Ravish Khanna Strategic Frameworks for Public Procurement: Catalysing 
Health and Environmental Sustainability

Erica Reeve

Lauren Susan Sheppard Economic Techniques for Evaluating Interventions Preventing 
Violence Against Women

Marj Moodie

Lia Burns The influence of social norms on adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health in ethnic minority groups in Vietnam.

Samantha Thomas

Lily Maria Grigsby-Duffy Investigating Supermarket Price Promotions from a Public 
Health Perspective

Gary Sacks

Linda Pham Investigating the immuno-epidemiology of sub-clinical 
malaria to inform sero-surveillance approaches.

Paul Agius

Luis Meave Gutierrez 
Mendoza

Identifying adverse events using the Global Trigger Tool 
method in a central-north region of Mexico

Pat Nicholson

Lysha Zhi Yan Lee A Realist Exploration of Intergenerational Programs in 
Residential Aged Care

Alison Hutchison



2024 IHT PHD SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS
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Name Thesis Supervisor

Madeline Kiernan Hawke Shared Decision-Making With Pregnant Women With High 
Body Mass Index

Julie Considine

Maereg Wolde Zerga Barriers and facilitators affecting access to Sexual and 
Reproductive Health services among Internally Displaced 
Women and Girls

Hayley Mckenzie

Mahadi Iddrisu Perspective of nurse anaesthetists as second victims during 
care of a patient in a low-resource teaching hospital

Monica Peddle

Manikkuge Hasini Jayamali 
Gunasiri

Climate Change-related Mental Health Impacts Among 
Australian Young People

Claire Henderson-
Wilson

Mary Malakellis Developing Population Approaches to Prevent Potentially 
Avoidable Visits to the Emergency Department

Kevin McNamara

Mataya Kilpatrick Supporting antimicrobial stewardship activities in specialised 
paediatric settings

Stephane 
Bouchoucha

Matiu Bush Australian Pandemic Quarantine: A Systems Thinking 
Approach for Improved Preparedness

Catherine Bennett

Matthew James Gill Access to housing and mental health outcomes among people 
injecting drugs

Matthew Dunn

Max Treu How marketing of unhealthy nutritional products to 
adolescents impact consumption

Kathryn Backholer

Megan Walsh Conversations About Sexuality, Romance and Gender: 
Experiences of Adolescents with Cerebral Palsy and Complex 
Communication Needs and Their Guardians

Joanne Watson

Megan Dennis Therapeutic Horticulture for Autistic Adults Claire Henderson-
Wilson

Mohammed Amin Effect of a Home-based Exercise Program on Metabolic 
Syndrome in Ghanaian Adults with Diabetes

Andrea Driscoll

Mohsen Ghaffari Darab Assessing Cost-Effectiveness of Dementia Interventions in 
Australia: an approach to healthcare priority setting

Victoria Brown

Moosa Hamed Salim Al Subhi Integrating Business Outcomes of Healthy Food Retail 
Strategies Into Economic Evaluations

Jaithri 
Ananthapavan

Nanati Legese Alemu Burden of informal care in musculoskeletal Conditions in 
Australia

Lan Gao

Natasha Hall Opioid Use Disorder: Economic Burden and Treatment 
Barriers in Australia

Tony LaMontagne

Neha Das Improving the methods and quantifying the burden of 
informal care in stroke

Lan Gao

Nicola Anne Hewitt Nurse and midwife managers' transformational leadership Julie Considine



2024 IHT PHD SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS

Name Thesis Supervisor

Nicola Darcy Murfet Understanding the Experiences of Women Living with Type 
2 Diabetes  During Breast Cancer Treatment to Enhance 
Diabetes Care

Bodil Rasmussen

Nicole Ward Value-for-Money and Acceptability of Incorporating Climate 
Change in Community-Based Obesity Prevention

Victoria Brown

Nikita Louise Wheaton Understanding mental health literacy among parents in rural 
Australia

Laura Alston

Nisha Sharma Identifying Policy Opportunities to Reduce Marketing of 
Unhealthy Packaged Foods for Young Children

Colin Bell

Noor Imad Improving Sustainment of Obesity Prevention Interventions in 
Childcare

Serene Yoong

Paula Louise Medway Policy to practice - exploring the impact of Australia?s 
national maternity Strategy `Woman-centred care: Strategic 
directions for Australia?s maternity services?

Linda Sweet

Petrina May Leersen The Commercial Determinants of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health

Jennifer Browne

Rachel Susun McKittrick The characteristics, care and support needs of older 
Victorians requiring home-based aged care: insights to 
support home-based aged care policy and practice

Alison Hutchinson

Ralph Geerling Personality and Weight Management in Adults with Type 2 
Diabetes

Jane Speight

Ramunas McRae Childhood access to sign language and subsequent mental 
health outcomes in deaf adults

Amie O’Shea

Rebecca Bennett The Digital Food Retail Environment and Population Health Kathryn Backholer

Rebekah Omond Neurodiverse Social Workers Sophie Goldingay

Sabine Kleissl-Muir Effects of a Low Carbohydrate Diet on Symptoms and Quality 
of Life in Diabetic Cardiomyopathy

Andrea Driscoll

Sally Schultz Strengthening Health Equity in Local-Level Policies and 
Programs

Kathryn Backholer

Samantha Lilly Exploring Obesity Through Co-Design with People with 
Intellectual Disabilities

Joanne Watson

Sangita Shakya Informing cost-effective and equitable healthcare for 
coronary heart disease using health economics analysis

Lan Gao

Sara Salahshoornezhad Impact of online food retail environment on children?s diet 
and health

Adyya Gupta

Sarah Wood The Development and Validation of a Health Geography 
Quality Appraisal Tool

Vincent Versace

Sarah Manallack Internalised stigma among women with type 2 diabetes Elizabeth Holmes-
Truscott
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2024 IHT PHD SCHOLARSHIP HOLDERS

Name Thesis Supervisor

Sarah Louise Marko The Impact of Dominant Framings of Gambling on Australian 
Gamblers

Samantha Thomas

Seema Khadka Protecting adolescents from digital marketing of unhealthy 
food and beverages in Nepal

Kathryn Backholer

Seyedeh Samira Mokhlesi Breastfeeding experience of mothers who have undergone 
bariatric surgery: A qualitative study

Vidanka  Vasilevski

Sithara Samanmali Wanni 
Arachchige Dona

Economic burden of anxiety in children and adolescents in 
Australia

Lisa Gold

Solomon Amadasun Social exclusion, gender, and disability in Nigeria: Any lessons 
from Australia's response?

Samantha Thomas

Stephanie Louise Bennetts Mental Healthcare Reform: Systems thinking co-design for 
restrictive practice elimination

James Lucas

Tadesse Tolossa Daba Maternal healthcare and its costs: Effects on adolescent birth 
outcomes

Julie Abimanyi-
Ochom

Thi My Ngoc Le Health-Related Quality of life and economic burden of Self-
harm or Suicidality in Children, Adolescents and Young Adults

Lisa Gold

Thi Quynh Anh Ho Barriers to and Facilitators of Engagement with Web-Based 
Mental Health Interventions for Anxiety and Depression in 
Young People

Ha Le

Thu Ha Bui The association of childhood attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder on academic achievement and labour market 
outcomes

Ha Le

Urvi Dinanath Thanekar Leveraging Opportunities to Reduce Scope 3 Emissions in 
Renewably Powered Health Services: A Mixed Methods Case 
Study

Rebecca Patrick

Utsana Tonmukayakul Preference-Based Quality of Life Measurement in Children 
With Cerebral Palsy

Suzanne Robinson

Xueqi Yuan Engaging with electronic medical records Tracey Bucknall

Yordanos Gizachew Yeshitila Addressing the reproductive health needs of women from 
refugee backgrounds: effectiveness and economic evaluation 
of maternity care models among refugee background women 
in Victoria, Australia

Ha Le
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EXTERNAL FELLOWSHIPS

Name Project title Scheme

Dr Bernard Asare Understanding the diabetes epidemic in Australia: Exploring 
the present and future impact on health and economy

ADPRF

Dr Katherine Sievert Integrated policy solutions to address the power of fast-food 
retailers in driving sustainable meat consumption

ADPRF

Dr Lahiru Russell Evaluation science ED Health 
Strategic Research 
Fellowship 
(Evaluation)

Dr Marcus Sellars Enhancing person-centered advanced care planning through 
technological intervention

ADPRF

Dr Phuong Kim Nguyen Advancing the economic evaluation of nutrition and 
obesity prevention interventions in Australian Indigenous 
populations (IndigenACE)

ED Health Research 
Fellowship

Dr Renee Fiolet Indigenous health research and Knowledge Translation ED Health 
Strategic Research 
Fellowship

Dr Simone McCarthy Health Equity, Women, and the Commercial Determinants of 
Health

ED Health Research 
Fellowship

10

Funding scheme Team Project title

ARC DECRA - Discovery Early 
Career Researcher Award

Dr Christina Zorbas Collaborative Food Security 
Solutions among Migrant 
Populations.

NHMRC Investigator Grant Dr Edith Holloway Improving mental health 
outcomes for adults with 
diabetes

NHMRC Investigator Grant Dr Jaithri Ananthapavan Enhancing preventive health 
resource allocation decision-
making by Australian 
governments

INTERNAL FELLOWSHIPS
Does not include 3rd year fellowship extensions for 2024



Externally funded research

AUSTRALIAN COMPETITIVE GRANTS AWARDED IN 2024 
(CATEGORY 1)
Led by IHT members
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.

Funding scheme Team Project title

MRFF (NHMRC) Childhood 
Mental Health Research Grant

A/Prof Serene Yoong, A/Prof Jaithri 
Ananthapavan Dr Melanie Lum

The BLOOM program: 
A digital intervention 
integrating social and 
emotional learning, physical 
activity, and nutrition, in early 
years settings to enhance 
preschoolers wellbeing

National Heart Foundation 
Vanguard Grant

Prof Kathryn Backholer Developing proof-of-concept 
methods to hold industries 
accountable for the marketing 
of products that increase the 
risk of cardiovascular disease

11

Not-IHT Led (led by Deakin)
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.

Funding scheme Team Project title

MRFF Clinician Researchers 
Initiative: Applied Research in 
Health Grant

A/Prof Nicole Kiss, A/Prof Anna Ugalde, Prof 
Trish Livingston, A/Prof Lan Gao, Prof Alison 
Hutchinson

Revolutionising sarcopenia 
care for people living with 
cancer: Establishing effective 
screening and referral 
pathways into evidence-
based treatment in rural and 
specialist cancer services

MRFF EPCDR - Post-acute 
sequelae of COVID-19

Prof Felice Jacka, A/Prof Lan Gao, Dr Anna 
Chapman

Pathways of Influence through 
the Gut Microbiome in Post-
Acute COVID-19 Sequelae: The 
RECOVERy Study

MRFF MMM Mental Health 
Research Grant

A/Prof Jade Sheen, Prof Alison Hutchinson, 
Prof Ana Hutchinson, Prof Bodil Rasmussen, 
Dr Sara Holton

It's not over yet: Improving 
the mental health and 
wellbeing of frontline 
healthcare workers and their 
families through co-designed 
intervention

MRFF MMM Mental Health 
Research Grant

A/Prof Rebecca Giallo, Prof Suzanne Robinson Safeguarding the mental 
health of families in rural 
communities affected by 
environmental threats



AUSTRALIAN COMPETITIVE GRANTS AWARDED IN 2024 
(CATEGORY 1)
Not-IHT Led (led by Deakin)
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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Funding scheme Team Project title

MRFF (NHMRC) CVH Mission - 
Cardiovascular Health Grant

Prof Ralph Maddison, Prof Andrea Driscoll Digital-enabled solutions to 
support healthcare delivery: 
Transforming outcomes for 
heart failure in Australia 
(SMART; Self-Management 
and Remote Technologies)

MRFF (NHMRC) Childhood 
Mental Health Research Grant

Dr Amelia McGuinness, Dr Wolf Marx, Dr 
Samantha Dawson, Dr Sarah Gauci, Dr Meghan 
Hockey, Dr Ayla Barutchu, Dr Poshmaal Dhar
Dr David Skvarc, A/Prof Lan Gao, Dr Debbie 
Ashtree, Dr Jasmine Cleminson

ZenZone: A randomised 
placebo-controlled trial 
of fermented dairy for 
adolescent depression. T

NHMRC - Clinical Trials and 
Cohort Studies Grant

Dr Alyna Turner, A/Prof Lan Gao Enhancing work participation 
after stroke: supporting 
regional and rural Australians

NHMRC - Clinical Trials and 
Cohort Studies Grant

Prof Craig Olsson, Prof Suzanne Robinson Extending lifespan and 
healthspan: A 40-year 
prospective cohort study of 
early life determinants of 
leading causes of mental 
disorder and chronic disease 
burden in populations.

NHMRC TCR: Commercial 
determinants of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Health

Prof Yin Paradies, Dr Jennifer Browne, Prof 
Kathryn Backholer, Prof Steve Allender

Addressing Commercial 
Health-determinants: 
Indigenous Empowerment and 
Voices for Equity (ACHIEVE)

Funding scheme Team Project title

ARC Discovery Project A/Prof Tania King, Prof Belinda Hewitt, Prof 
Lyndall Strazdins, Prof Tony LaMontagne, Dr 
Humaira Maheen, Prof Gavin Turrell

Assessing the impact of 
gender inequalities across 
Australia

MRFF (NHMRC) Childhood 
Mental Health Research Grant

Prof Jennifer Watts Investigating the effect of 
compression garments on 
autistic children's mental 
health

Not-Deakin Led
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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AUSTRALIAN COMPETITIVE GRANTS AWARDED IN 2024 
(CATEGORY 1)
Not-Deakin Led
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.

Funding scheme Team Project title

NHMRC - Clinical Trials and 
Cohort Studies Grant

A/Prof Bernard Yan, A/Prof Henry Ma,  
A/Prof Lan Gao, Dr Anna Balabanski, Dr Irene 
Blackberry, Prof Leonid Churilov, Prof Mark 
Parsons, Prof Peter Mitchell, Prof Stephen Davis

Randomized controlled trial 
of thrombectomy versus 
standard medical therapy for 
stroke with medium sized 
vessel occlusion: Frontier-AP

NHMRC Partnership Project Prof Katherine Harding, A/Prof Patrick Carney, 
Prof Nicholas Taylor, Dr Annie Lewis, Prof Julie 
Considine, A/Prof Natasha Brusco, Prof Luke 
Prendergast, Dr David Snowdon, Dr Mitchell 
Sarkiesm Dr Philip Choi

WaitLESS: Applying data 
driven evidence-based 
principles to reduce waiting 
lists in specialist clinics

NHMRC Partnership Project Dr Peter Arrow, Dr Lorraine Anderson, Prof 
Dawn Berrarab, A/Prof Lisa Jamieson, Prof 
David Atkinson, Prof Hien Chi Ngo, Dr Sanjeewa 
Kularatna, Ms Utsana Tonmukayakul, Dr Soniya 
Nanda-Paul, Dr Jilen Patel

The use of Silver Fluoride 
and Teledentistry to manage 
and prevent childhood 
dental decay among 
Aboriginal children in remote 
communities



OTHER AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FUNDING, STATE/ 
TERRITORY/LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING OR OTHER FUNDING 
SOURCES (INCLUDING INDUSTRY, PHILANTHROPY, AND OTHER 
NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING) 
AWARDED IN 2024 (CATEGORY 2-4)

Led by IHT members
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.

Funding scheme Team Project title

Alfred Health Prof Tracey Bucknall, Dr Guncag Ozavci Research Contract: 
COmmunicatioN between 
consumers and clinicians 
to improVE care and patient 
safetY at Alfred Health: 
CONVEY Study

Australasian Institute of Digital 
Health

Prof Anna Peeters Australian mHealth Apps 
Assessment Framework

Barwon Health Miss Madison Firth, Dr Victoria Brown, 
Ms Mary Rose Angeles, Miss Utsana 
Tonmukayakul, Prof Suzanne Robinson

Service Agreement between 
Deakin and Barwon Health: 
Development of a Barwon 
Health Strategic Plan 
Monitoring Framework Index

Barwon Health Prof Trish Livingston Research Scholarship 
Agreement between Deakin 
and Barwon Health

City of Greater Bendigo Dr Phuong Nguyen, Dr Jaithri Ananthapavan, 
Miss Michelle Tran

City of Greater Bendigo: 
Contract for Consultancy for 
the Economic assessment of 
Stage 2 of the Healthy Loddon 
Campaspe initiative

Deaf Services Ltd (Deaf Connect Dr Amie O'Shea Interpreting in Australia for 
bilingual Deaf students.

Department of Health - 
Commonwealth

A/Prof Silva Zavarsek, Mr Francis Ip, Ms Elena 
Gospodarevskaya, Ms Sandra Younie

Genetic Testing to detect AKT 
pathway alterations Official 
Order Under Deed of Standing 
Offer SON3931120

Department of Health - 
Commonwealth

A/Prof Silva Zavarsek Germline BRCA mutation 
testing to determine 
eligibility for Olaparib 
treatment in patients with 
locally advanced or metastatic 
HER2 negative breast cancer

Department of Health & Aged 
Care (Commonwealth)

Prof Anna Ugalde, Dr Anna Chapman Development of Optimal Care 
Pathways for people living in 
rural and remote areas
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OTHER AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FUNDING, STATE/ 
TERRITORY/LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING OR OTHER FUNDING 
SOURCES (INCLUDING INDUSTRY, PHILANTHROPY, AND OTHER 
NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING) 
AWARDED IN 2024 (CATEGORY 2-4)

Led by IHT members
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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Funding scheme Team Project title

Department of Social Services Prof Samantha Thomas, Dr Hannah Pitt Gambling Harm Reduction 
Program

Diabetes Australia Prof Jane Speight NDSS Emotional wellbeing 
resources

Eastern Health Prof Julie Considine Deakin-Eastern PhD 
scholarship: transformation 
leadership.

EuroQol Research Foundation A/Prof Lan Gao, Dr Nikki McCaffrey Validation of the EQ-HWB-S 
for measuring the health and 
wellbeing of informal carers

EuroQol Research Foundation Dr Marufa Sultana, Prof Lisa Gold Psychometric properties of 
the EQ-5D-Y-3L and EQ-
5D-Y-5Lamong children and 
adolescents with a range of 
acute and chronic conditions 
in Bangladesh using cross-
sectional and longitudinal 
study designs.

Geelong Community Foundation 
(Joy Buckland Estate)

Prof Alison Hutchinson BrainTrack in the Geelong 
region.

Healthy Bones Australia t/as 
Osteoporosis Australia

Dr Julie Abimanyi-Ochom, Dr Shalika 
Bohingamu Mudiyanselage, Prof Jennifer 
Watts

Osteoporosis Costing Study 
2023

Jean Hailes Foundation Prof Samantha Thomas, Dr Hannah Pitt Lived Experience of 
Menopause

LaTrobe Community Health 
Services Ltd

Dr Carmen Vargas, Prof Steve Allender Evaluation of the Healthy 
Supermarkets Latrobe project 
? Reach for the Stars

Latrobe Health Assembly Dr Carmen Vargas, Prof Steve Allender Part 2: Support in the design 
and delivery of systems 
thinking workshops

Latrobe Health Assembly Dr Carmen Vargas, Prof Steve Allender Systems thinking and Group 
Model Building (GMB) 
workshop and on-boarding 
for use of the software tool 
STICKE for research projects



OTHER AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FUNDING, STATE/ 
TERRITORY/LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING OR OTHER FUNDING 
SOURCES (INCLUDING INDUSTRY, PHILANTHROPY, AND OTHER 
NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING) 
AWARDED IN 2024 (CATEGORY 2-4)

Led by IHT members
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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Funding scheme Team Project title

Lawrence St Leger & Pamela St 
Leger

Dr Jennifer Browne Harvesting Aboriginal Food 
Sovereignty

McKinsey & Company Prof Gary Sacks, Prof Kathryn Backholer Novo Nordisk Monitoring & 
Evaluation Framework.

Ministry of Health Singapore A/Prof Silva Zavarsek, Mr Francis Ip Review and critique of 
company submitted full 
Asciminib for the treatment 
of adult patients with 
Philadelphia chromosome-
positive chronic myeloid 
leukemia in chronic phase

Munch and Move Evidence 
Review

Dr Melanie Lum, A/Prof Serene Yoong, Prof 
Anna Peeters

Munch and Move Evidence 
Review

Occupational therapy with 
children, young people and 
families (Paediatrics) Learning 
and Development Resources

Dr Anna Urbanowicz, A/Prof Danielle Hitch Occupational therapy with 
children, young people and 
families (Paediatrics) Learning 
and Development Resources

Perpetual Philanthropic Services Dr James Lucas, Dr Amie O'Shea. Prof Suzanne 
Robinson

A Whole of Community 
Systems Approach to Co-
Designing Safe and Equitable 
Primary   Healthcare for 
LGBTQ+ Young People in 
Rural Western Victoria

Rosemary Bryant Foundation 
Research Grants

A/Prof Debra Kerr Evaluation of the Effect of the 
ReFrame Training Program on 
Nurses Professional Quality of 
Life: a Feasibility Study.

Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community

Dr Erica Reeve, Prof Gary Sacks Pacific Community Research 
Agreement with Deakin 
University SPC Food Taxes

The Christina Foundation Prof Pubudu Pathirana Validating the Ataxia 
Instrumented Measures in 
Friedreich ataxia.

The Evident Group Prof Catherine Bennett The Deliverables - Evident 
training workshops



OTHER AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FUNDING, STATE/ 
TERRITORY/LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING OR OTHER FUNDING 
SOURCES (INCLUDING INDUSTRY, PHILANTHROPY, AND OTHER 
NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING) 
AWARDED IN 2024 (CATEGORY 2-4)

Led by IHT members
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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Funding scheme Team Project title

The Sax Institute A/Prof Jaithri Ananthapavan Tasmania's 20-year 
Preventive Health Strategy 
and Implementation

United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF)

Prof Kathryn Backholer, Dr Erika Reeve Better Knowledge for 
Better Diets and Growth of 
Adolescent Girls in South Asia 
(Phase 3)

United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF)

Prof Kathryn Backholer Front of pack labelling 
analysis support for UNCIEF 
Indonesia

United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF)

Prof Gary Sacks Technical Support on 
Development of Food 
Environment Dashboard for 
Chengdu City

University of Ottawa Prof Alison Hutchinson Moving Knowledge into 
Action for More Effective A 
Research Program Focussing 
on Integrated Knowledge 
Translation -Perceptions of 
Chief Nursing & Midwifery 
Officers

Victorian Responsible Gambling 
Foundation

Dr Simone McCarthy, Dr Hannah Pitt, Prof 
Samantha Thomas

An analysis of the targeting 
and representation of women 
in novel gambling promotions.

Western Alliance A/Prof Hassan Vally Multi-Stakeholder Evaluation 
of the Australian Clinical 
Trials Education Centre 
(A-CTEC)

Western Alliance Prof Trish Livingston, A/Prof Anna Ugalde, Dr 
Natalie Winter, Prof Bodil Rasmussen, Prof 
Suzanne Robinson

Carer Hub: A Centre of 
excellence in cancer 
ENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN 
CANCER CARER RESEARCH, 
TRANSLATION & IMPACT

Western District Health Service Prof Suzanne Robinson, Dr Feby Savira, Dr Ha 
Le, Dr Shalika Bohingamu Mudiyanselage

Economic Evaluation of NCFH 
Health Check Programs.



OTHER AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FUNDING, STATE/ 
TERRITORY/LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING OR OTHER FUNDING 
SOURCES (INCLUDING INDUSTRY, PHILANTHROPY, AND OTHER 
NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING) 
AWARDED IN 2024 (CATEGORY 2-4)

Led by IHT members
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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Not-IHT Led (led by Deakin)
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.

Funding scheme Team Project title

Cancer Council of Western 
Australia (Inc)

Dr Kerri Coomber, Dr Adyya Gupta, Dr 
Florentine Martino, Prof Kathryn Backholer

High-risk drinkers use of 
online alcohol home delivery 
retailers: Online survey and 
purchase screen capture.

Impact Obesity Ltd Dr Lahiru Russell, Miss Michelle Tran Evaluation Framework For 
The Impact Obesity Digital 
Health Tool

Funding scheme Team Project title

Western Health Dr Victoria Brown WPHU Health economic 
modelling and translational 
dissemination

Western Victoria Primary Health 
Network Limited

Prof Suzanne Robinson, Dr Feby Savira, Dr 
Sean Randall

After Hours Program Cost 
Consequence Analysis

Western Victoria Primary Health 
Network Limited

Prof Suzanne Robinson, Dr Feby Savira, Dr 
Sean Randall, Prof Anna Peeters

An evaluation of the Priority 
Primary Care Centre (PPCC) 
initiative.

World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) Social Science Research 
Grant Program

A/Prof Matthew Dunn Performance and image 
enhancing drug use among 
women: Investigating the role 
support personnel have in 
facilitating or preventing use.

World Health Organisation - 
WHO

Dr Erika Reeves, Dr Ben Wood, Dr Kate Sievert, 
Prof Gary Sacks

Counter narratives to support 
health in South-East Asia

Workforce Qualitative Analysis 
within Victorian Public Sector 
Residential Aged Care

Prof Alison Hutchinson, Dr Renee Fiolet, Prof 
Tracey Bucknall

Workforce Qualitative 
Analysis within Victorian 
Public Sector Residential Aged 
Care



OTHER AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FUNDING, STATE/ 
TERRITORY/LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING OR OTHER FUNDING 
SOURCES (INCLUDING INDUSTRY, PHILANTHROPY, AND OTHER 
NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING) 
AWARDED IN 2024 (CATEGORY 2-4)

Not-IHT Led (led by Deakin)
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.
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Funding scheme Team Project title

Uniting (Victoria and Tasmania) 
Limited

Prof John Toumbourou, Dr Vidanka Vasilevski Program Explication of 
Grampians Health Family 
Services Program delivered by 
The Central Highland Family 
Services Alliance

Not-Deakin Led
Institute for Health Transformation researchers marked in bold.

Funding scheme Team Project title

Department of Families, Fairness 
and Housing

Dr Sean Randall AHURI Homes for Families 
(H4F) Evaluation for Homes 
Victoria

Department of Health - 
Commonwealth

A/Prof Silva Zavarsek External evaluation for 
services for external

Department of Health - 
Commonwealth

A/Prof Silva Zavarsek FFP Executive summary for 
MSAC application


